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DP Energy Proposes Major Renewable Energy Project at Port Augusta 

The Project 

DP Energy is proposing a combined wind and solar energy project (the Port Augusta Renewable 
Energy Park) to the south of Port Augusta. The project will have a total generation capacity of 
approaching 300MW, consisting of approximately 150MW of solar capacity and 150MW of wind 
capacity and involving a capital investment of some $650M. The proposed site spans approximately 
5400 Ha of grazing land in the coastal region bounded by the southern Flinders Ranges and the 
Spencer Gulf, extending from Port Paterson in the north to Winninowie in the south. 

The project has been designed to take advantage of the unique characteristics of the renewable 
energy resource in Port Augusta. Lying between two ranges to the east and to the west, and 
between the desert to the north and the Southern Ocean to the south, the site experiences a strong 
daily cyclic wind pattern driven by the temperature difference between the ocean and the desert 
and directed by the adjacent ranges. As a result, the wind typically peaks in the late afternoon, with 
the effect being particularly strong in the summer, hence providing energy when it is most needed.  

This energy profile contrasts with virtually all other South Australian wind farms (which typically 
exhibit little diurnal pattern and have their generation peak in winter) and presents a unique 
opportunity; by combining both wind and solar generation, energy can be produced in such a way as 
to broadly match the South Australian electricity demand profile. By producing the power when 
demand is highest, the need for expensive supporting power from other types of generation and any 
impacts that plant itself might have on carbon emissions is reduced. When fully operational the 
project is expected to generate approximately 770 GWh hours of electricity annually (equivalent to 
154,000 typical south Australian homes) and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by up to 470,000 
tonnes p.a. 

Given its uniqueness and scale the project has the potential to help Port Augusta realise a long-held 
ambition; to make the city a showcase for renewable energy and sustainable development. It can 
also provide indirect benefits to the local community through Port Augusta’s increased and 
enhanced profile and a cleaner environment, as well as making direct and tangible economic 
benefits to the local community through employment. During 2-3 years construction phase of the 
project it is expected to provide significant direct employment for up to 300 people, as well as 
indirect employment through the hospitality service industries. Longer term it is expected that some 
16-20 direct and high-skilled jobs will be created locally during operation. 

A number of detailed studies have been undertaken in order to assess the proposals feasibility and 
environmental acceptability from a cultural, technical, social and commercial perspective. Over the 
coming weeks and months, DP Energy will be providing further information via media, the project 
website (http://dpenergyaustralia.com.au/portaugusta/) and through community engagement 
events.   

About DP Energy 

DP Energy Australia Pty Ltd is a private Australian company based in Queensland formed with the 
specific purpose of developing renewable energy projects (primarily wind, solar and marine) within 
Australia.  It is part of the DP Energy group of companies which also develops sustainable energy 
projects across UK, Canada, Ireland and elsewhere and has done so through various guises for some 
twenty years.  

http://dpenergyaustralia.com.au/portaugusta/
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