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DP Energy’s proposed 300MW combined wind and solar plant to benefit local 
communities 
 
DP Energy’s proposed 300MW combined wind and solar power plant in Port Augusta, South 
Australia, is expected to make an annual economic contribution to the regional economy in excess of 
A$3m and create at least 20 full time jobs during its operation. The three-year building phase to 
complete the project is expected to create around 600 construction jobs and bring more than 
$44.5m of construction expenditure into the regional economy. 

The firm says indirect economic benefits for local businesses throughout construction and eventual 
operation through sourcing of local products, materials and services such as accommodation, food, 
fuel and construction supplies would be significant. 

DP Energy recently held information days at Port Augusta for local communities in anticipation of 
submitting a development application. Simon De Pietro, managing director, says the company was 
encouraged by the levels of engagement with local residents, businesses and stakeholders, and the 
positive interest people are showing in the project. 

“One of the current situations facing the communities in this area is the loss of employment that will 
result from the impending closure of the local coal-fired power station,” he says.  

“Our company is about renewable and sustainable energy and while the number of jobs generated 
by our project will not replace jobs on a one-for-one basis, it will help transition this area and its 
communities towards a new energy sector which in the longer term has every chance of creating 
much more long term employment.” 

“We have also seen on some projects that we have been involved with elsewhere that, through 
targeted training programmes, there is real scope for supporting the transition of jobs from other 
areas. Indeed, many of the skills in the power generation sector are very similar irrespective of the 
type of plant.” 

DP Energy looks forward to working with local business and community groups to realise these 
benefits and to be a part of Port Augusta’s transformation into a renewable energy hub. 
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